Theft from Motor Vehicle Prevention
- Lock It or Lose It
Car break-ins have been on the rise. Thieves typically choose to break
into a car because they see a chance to steal something of value, which they
can use themselves or easily sell for cash without being caught.
Here are some steps you can take to protect yourself from vehicle break-ins.


Lock all doors and windows to your vehicle, including the sunroof. Don’t make it
easy for a thief to break in or reach in and take anything of value.
 Don’t leave valuable items in your vehicle, especially in plain view. Remove these
items or place them in your trunk before you arrive at your destination. If you must
leave valuable items in your car, keep them out of sight by covering with a blanket or
placing them under the seat.
 Keep your car clean. A cluttered car may indicate to thieves that there is something
hidden or something of value worth taking.
 Don’t hide spare keys in your car or under a wheel well or bumper. Thieves know
this is a common hiding spot for your spare keys.
 Lock your car, close your windows and take your purse or wallet with you when you
run into a fuel station or convenient store. It only takes a few seconds for a thief to
take items from your car while you are gone.
 Park near other people and in a well lit area. If possible, park where there is plenty
of foot traffic coming and going. Thieves may be less likely to target your car knowing
there is a spotlight on them and a potential audience.
 Invest in an anti-theft system. Whether it’s a steering wheel lock, a window alarm, or
an ignition cut-off system, anything that makes a thief work harder could also make your
car safer. If it will slow them down or potentially get them caught, they’ll probably pass.
 Park in a garage or secure parking. If possible, park in a garage or other secured
parking facility. Thieves are less likely to break into a garage or facility to access a car.
 Park in areas that are recorded by video. Thieves don’t like to be seen or recorded.
They are less likely to target a car that is parked in an area that is being recorded.
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